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Urban Structure of Istanbul
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Every city has its own history and geography; but it is rare for a city whose
geography is as fundamental to its history as is Istanbul’s. It is this integration that
confers on Istanbul such a unique position in the history of notable metropolises of
the world.

Istanbul covers three large sectians of land, separated by the sea: In the East lies
Bithynia, in the West, Galata and the Historical Peninsula. The Historical Peninsula
on which the city is built benefited from a remarkable economic and political
potential thanks to its commanding position on the entrance to the Bosphorus
Straits and Hali¢ (Golden Horn), the huge natural estuary harbour in the North. Its
history bears witness to how this potential was successfully exploited.

The Bosphorus itself is a significant geographical location where two continents
and two seas meet. It connects the Black Sea / Pontus Euxinus to the Sea of
Marmara / Propontis and is the Black Sea’s only outlet. The Bosphorus, called
“Stenon” by the Byzantines, is referred to as the “Halic-i Bahri Rum” (=Greek Sea
Gulf), “Halic-i Bahr-i Siyah” (=Black Sea Gulf), “Halic-i Konstantiniye”
(=Constantine’s Gulf) in Ottoman sources. It is 55 kilometers long and around 1.5
kilometers wide. The narrowest point is between the Rumeli and Anadolu
Fortresses and spans a mere 698 meters. It divides Europe and Asia physically
and unites them culturally.

It is this geographical distinction that makes Istanbul one of the most vital
crossroads in the world. Istanbul's geological past is a series of glaciers, vast
upheavals caused by melted water and violent seismic activity.

The Bosphorus shores are no more than an ancient valley now under water. The
drop in the levels of the Black Sea and the Aegean - of nearly 120 meters
compared to today’s levels - during the Wirm Ice Age (some 18-20 thousand years
ago) turned the Sea of Marmara temporarily into a lake and the Bosphorus, a land
bridge. It is now known that this land bridge was used as a principal crossing point
during the migrations from Asia and perhaps even Africa to Europe.

Current information indicates that Istanbul's settlements were during first the
Palaeolithic Era. The Yanmburgaz cave north of Kiigiik Cekmece Lake has yielded
evidence of hunter and fisher communities. Remains from the Calcholithic and




Neolithic Eras (between 5000-3000 years ago) are more abundant: There are
archaeological finds from Sarayburnu, the bottom of the Golden Horn and Kadikdy
Fikirtepe from this period. It is also known that the Thracians and Phrygians settled
in what is now Kadikéy as well as around the Bosphorus and today's Istanbul.

Istanbul’s urban history is traditionally assumed to have started with colonisation
during the 8th century BC. Following the first settlements in the heights of
Kadikdy/Khalkedon, Kalamis and Uskldar, Byzantion, founded by the Megaran
Greeks in 658 BC, formed the core of today's city. Situated on the first hill on the
eastern side of the historical peninsula, Byzantion's economy flourished with trade
and the control of trade. Earlier colonies, such as Khalkedon, known to the oracles
as “Land of the Blind” and others, would eventually become the suburbs of
Constantinopolis.

Byzantion was a small site but one that had cleverly exploited the geography for its
urban and economical development. Even the currents helped Byzantion. Naval
traffic in and out of Byzantion was much easier than in Khalkedon while the fish
simply schooled into the Golden Horn.

Unfortunate'y there isn't sufficient archaeological data to help with the
reconstruction of Byzantion. A comparison of mythological descriptions and ancient
texts along with a topological study is one method of making an educated guess.
An acropolis may have stood on the Sarayburnu cape, while terraces on the banks
leading to the sea shore would have housed temples, a gymnasium and a stadium.
Public buildings stood in the Strategion district. A large number of monuments are
mentioned in ancient texts, dedicated to Zeus, Athena, Apollo-Helios and Aphrodite
in the Acropolis. Poseidon’s temple was closer to the sea while to the northwest of
the Acropolis stood a theatre.

This strategic position unavoidably placed Byzantion in the centre of numerous
wars and attacks as well as political and economic alliances. No matter how dire
the circumstances, however, fishing and trade always brought in the necessary
income.

The historical development that makes Istanbul a world city began with the
Romans. The most significant milestone in this period that started with the city
becoming a tax-paying city state of the Roman Empire after 146 BC was the
conquest of the city by Septimus Severus. The power struggle between Pescennius
Niger and Septimus Severus ended after a three-year siege of Byzantion - which
had regrettably supported Pescennius -; lacking magnanimity in his hour of victory,
Septimus Severus punished the city by putting the residents to the sword. He then
started to rebuild the city.

The contributions made to the city by Severus are also unfortunately unsupported
by available data. The city walls were repaired and extended, the Zeuksippos Baths
were built, the porticoes of the Acropolis were renovated and the Mese, the road
that leads from the Agora to the main gate, was built. This road marks the
beginning of the artery that formed the backbone of the peninsular urban structure.

The most noteworthy building of the Severus era is the Hippodrome. Its
construction lasted well into the reign of Constantine; despite the loss of its
buildings, it still is the most central historical location in the city today. The most
vital metamorphosis was undertaken by Emperor Constantine | when he took the
decision to make Byzantion the capital of the Empire.
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In fact, the idea of either moving the capital
to the East or creating a second Eastern
capital had been considered for some time.
Weakened by barbarian attacks, the Empire
a4 had to maintain its hold on the East. This
was the richest and most fertile region of the
i Roman Empire. To this end, Diocletianus
(285-305) had already founded three
imperial  settlements, decorated  with
monumental buildings, in Nikomedia (Izmit),
Thessalonica (Salonica) and Antiokhedia.
Constantine I, well aware of the potential
offered by its geography, selected this
humble colonial town instead. His
astuteness was to be amply rewarded by
history.

Figure 1: Constanipolis Hippodrome and Hagia Sophia

Constantinopolis was designated the second city after Rome in 324 and
consecrated as the capital in 330 AD, it was redesigned and rebuilt as an imperial
Roman city. Constantine set upon a construction programme that leveraged the
topography of the Historical Peninsula and met the requirements of Roman imperial
culture. City walls were moved to the West. The Strategeion and Tetrastoon, the
two main squares of the city were left undisturbed. The transport axis defined by
the arterial road extended westwards, starting under the Mese Arch (the Million
below the Augusteon). This axis, now renamed the Via Egnatia, Via Triumfalis,
designed wide and smooth to carry horse-drawn carriages went to the two main
forums, the Forum Constantini and Forum Tauri. It divided into two at the
Filadelfion to the northwest and southwest. The southwest road, hugging the
Marmara shore, reached the Golden Gate / Porta Aurea where emperors were met
on ceremonial days. The northern branch went parallel to the shores of the Golden
Horn and reached the Konstantinus Mauseleion. Harmonising with the topography
of the city and hugging the crests of the hills, this axis formed the infrastructure of
Istanbul's famous Golden Horn silhouette.

Constantine also constructed the forum known as the Antique Necropolis. In the
middle of this oval, marble-paved forum stood his sculpture on top of a 50-meter
high porphyry column brought from the Temple of Apollo in Rome. The Emperor
was titled Helios sol invictus on this sculpture.

Government and trade were placed in the ancient town centre. Having finished the
construction of the Hippodrome, Constantine started on the grand palace on the
banks of the hill overlooking the sea.

These roads connecting forums were of a magnificence befitting this world city:
double-decked, porticoed and decorated with sculptures. Byzantion, not even a
thousand years old, had become Constantine’'s Golden Triangle, the Queen of
cities. It now naturally bore the name of its creator.

The cleverly planned urban structure, dictated by its topography, proved its
functionality over centuries. Radical change would only start nearing the 20th
Century.
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The Edict of Milan of 313 AD, liberating religious practices, specifically Christianity,
brought two further developments to the city. Construction of temples to the new
faith added another layer to the process that had begun with the Romanisation of
the city in Severus’s time. The city had become the centre of Eastern Christianity
by the 8th Century. The construction of palaces and such major churches as the
Hagia Sophia and the Hagia Irini conferred an air of holiness on Constantinople.

By the time of Ottoman conquest, Constantinople was no longer the wonderfully
built, affluent city it had once been, but despite the ravages of past wars, it was still
large and splendid. The backbone had remained unaffected, but the ceremonial
avenue and roads were no longer as wide and well kept as they had been in
Roman times. The sacking of Constantinople by the Latins in 1204 and the
subsequent decline of the Byzantine Empire had deteriorated the economy;
naturally reflected also in the fortunes of the city.
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The Ottoman times added a different texture to the city with the conversion of the
forums and construction of the sultans’ complexes, while keeping the original
backbone intact.

Public constructions took on a huge importance during the 15th and 16th Centuries,
with mosques dedicated to sultans and ministers, school complexes, bathhouses
and fountains, caravanserais, shopping centres, and especially, the Grand Bazaar.
Despite the somewhat different look, the city was still important, grand, and
beautiful.

The philosophies and aesthetic senses of the Ottoman rulers and architects were
unsurprisingly different from those of the Roman and Byzantines. The common
ground, hcwever, was the attention paid to the geography of the city. This was a
precious inheritance that had to be preserved and bequeathed to future
generations. There was a historical intuition and this unique geography continued
to inspire emperors, sultans and, most vitally, architects.

Free of the ravages of war from 1453 onwards, the city, now named
Konstantiniyye, continued to be ornamented with buildings throughout the 16th,
17th and 18th Centuries. It never failed to fascinate explorers, painters, diplomats
and litterateurs. Hundreds, perhaps even thousands of paintings and etchings were
made. Notes and articles were written on the city. It took on the mantle of Oriental
mysteries.
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Figure 2: Constaniople 8" Century Figure 3: Panoramic view of Constaniople 1520
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The opening up of the Empire to the West in the 18th Century began and was
managed here. The first milestone of this westernisation expanded beyond the city
walls. There always had been settlements from immemorial time north of the
Golden Horn, in Kadikéy and on the Bosphorus. But historically
Constantinople/Konstantiniyye was limited to the historical peninsula.

The opposite shore of the Golden Horn, that is Galata (and later Pera), was a
largely commercial cosmopolitan harbour settlement. It served mainly as a
Genoese (and to a minor extent, Pisan and Venetian) colonies and trade stations.

The Genoese history of Galata began in the 12th Century and lasted until the end
of the 15th. With its population and urban functions, this was always a part of town
that sustained relations with Europe. It is therefore doubly significant that the
westernisation of the Ottoman Empire started with the spread of the city to this
district.

The Tulip Era, the age of cultural and artistic explosion, the first phase of
westernisation, started at Sa'dabad, on the Kagithane River north of the Golden
Horn. The Tulip Era also brought with it the exploration and appreciation of
Istanbul's natural beauties and resources.

The development of settlements on the Bosphorus shores also started at that time
but accelerated in the following century. Both shores housed royal gardens and
hunting parks. The enjoyment of the outdoors that had begun with the Sa'dabad
turned into a series of palaces on the shores; family life, held to be supremely
private up to that time, went on public display, highlighted with imperial ceremonies.

This relaxation fashioned a different social and spatial system, just another
evocative of Venice. Modern urban works, especially public transport, did force a
certain degree of change in the make up of the city. Thanks largely to the
limitations on the public purse and the population level, still under a million, radical
alterations like those of today were avoided.

Figure 4: Galata Peninsula 16" Century
Matrakcr Nasuh Tarnawsky

The bridges connecting the historical peninsula to Galata signalled a shift away
from the ancient backbone. The north-south connection was a new development. In
actual fact, while the ancient city sported the grid system reminiscent of Rome’s
cardo and decumanus scheme with its Macron Embolon, the bridge over the
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Golden Horn was an entirely new artery. The bridges connecting the historical
peninsula to Unkapani (1836) and to Karakdy (1845) placed the future
development of the city firmly in the north. The construction of the Grand Rue de
Pera and its expansion northwards towards Taksim set the axis that prevails on to
our times.
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‘Figure 6: Istanbul Map by Moltke 19™ Century (Istanbul University Rare Book’s
Archive)

Tunnel, one of the most significant enterprises that reinforce this axis, started as a
underground train in 1875, one of the first of such undertakings.

There were a huge number of projects that signalled the expansion of the city on
new axes; plans are kept in archives to this day, silent witnesses to a utopian

Istanbul.

Some of these projects never went to completion: A rail tunnel between Sarayburnu
and Uskiidar, connecting to an orbital rather like the modern one or a grandiose
Hamidiye Bridge that would have connected the Asian and European shores.

The railway that entered the heart of the city, following the city walls along the
Marmara shore and breaking open the Sultan’s palace walls was a radical change.
This venture that opened the southern shores to urbanisation was entirely in line
with Moltke's plans that foresaw the expansion of the city out of the city walls, along
an East-West axis.

6 ITU AJZ 2004 - 1/2 - Dossier Editorial




(»

This urban structure described above survived until the middle of the 20th Century
with occasional restorations. Local construction plans devised, following major fires
that Istanbul was accustomed to due to the proliferation of wooden buildings, which
transformed the urban texture by introducing right angle grid plus alien to totally
Ottoman concept of mahalle neighbourhood. Twentieth century planners focused
on the south-north axis along the Yenikapi-Unkapani direction.

The most ambitious urban plan devised by H. Prost also designated the south-north
connection. The reconstruction of the Yenikapi —Sishane as a wide new artery was
part of the master plan. The wide boulevard that necessitated large-scale
demolitions in Tarlabasi in the 1980s was an inevitable extension of this axis.

The urban migrations that started in the 1950s revealed new axes that planning
was unable to accomplish. New roads, ostensibly constructed as elements of a
major public works drive, but in reality part of no larger urban scheme, only served
to illustrate this uncontrolled expansion. Istanbul now continues to spread on this
extraordinary geography as an unchecked stain with its more than ten million
population. Attempts to pull this expansion back into planned borders have all
failed. Turkish academia prefers instead to concentrate on analytical projects and
research methods.
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istanbul’ un kentsel kurulusu

Her kentin kendine 6zgl bir tarihi ve cografyasi vardir. Ancak, tarihi Istanbul'unki kadar
ozellikli ve cografyasi ile bu denli bltlnlesmis kentler enderdir. Tarih ve cografyasinin bu
birlikteligi Istanbul’a diinya sehircilik tarihinde 6zgil bir konum kazandiriyor.

Istanbul denizle ayrimis g bilylk kara pargasinin Gzerinde yer aliyor: Anadolu’nun uzantisi
olan Dogu pargasi (Bitinya) ile Batida Galata ve Tarihi Yarimada.

Kentin Uzerinde kuruldudu Tarihi Yarimada, Bodaz gecisini kontrol eden pozisyonu ile ve
kuzeyinde blylk ve korunakl liman Halig ile son derece énemli ekonomik ve siyasi bir
potansiyel barindinyordu. Tarihi, bu potansiyelin dederlendirilisinin éyktsudur.

Bogazici ise iki kit'a ve iki denizin bulustugu daha da ézellikli bir cografi noktadir. Karadeniz /
Pontus Euxinus ile Marmara Denizini /Propontis biribirini baglar. Ve Karadeniz havzasinin
tek kapisidir.
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Bizans déneminde “Stenon” diye adlandirilan Bogaz, Osmanl kaynaklarinda “Halic-i Bahri
Rum", “Halic-i Bahr-i Siyah'", “Halic-i Konstantiniye”, vd. olarak anilagelmistir. Uzunlugu 55
km., genigligi 1,5 km dolayindadir. En dar yeri Rumeli ve Anadolu Hisarlari arasindadir ve
698 m.dir.

Avrupa ve Asya'yi fiziksel olarak ayirir, kiltirel olarak bulusturur.
Istanbul’u diinyanin en énemli kavsaklarindan biri yapan bu cografya ayrnicaligidir.

Istanbul'un jeclojik gegmisi, buzullar, eriyen sularin yarattii buyuk dalgalanmalar ve siddetli
sismik hareketlerle doludur.

Bogaz kiyilar, aslinda sular altinda kalmig eski bir vadidir. 18-20 bin yil onceki Wiirm Buzul
déneminde Karadeniz ve Ege Denizi'nin su seviyelerinin bugiine gdére 120 m.kadar
alcalmasiyla Marmara Denizi bir gdle donustd; Istanbul Bogazi da ytrinerek gegilebilen bir
vadi oldu. Bu kara baglantisinin Asya'dan ve belki de Afrika'dan Avrupa'ya énemli bir gog
yolu olarak kullanildig: biliniyor.

Istanbul’'un yerlegim tarihi, bugiinkii bilgilerimize gore Paleolitik Cag'a kadar uzanmaktadir.
Kiigiik Gekmece Géli'nin kuzeyindeki Yarimburgaz Magarasinda Orta Paleolitik Cag'a ait
aletler ve avcilik ve balikgilikla yasayan insan yerlesimleri veya kullanimlarini gosteren izler
bulunmustur. Kalkolitik ve Neolitik déneme, 5 000 ila 3 000 yillarina ait izler daha goktur.
Sarayburnu’'nda, Halig'in dip kesiminde, Kadikdy Fikirtepe'de bu erken ddéneme iligkin
arkeolojik buluntular elde edilmistir. 1000 yillarinda ise Traklar ve Friglerin Kadikdy'de,
Bogaz'da ve Istanbul gevresinde yerlestikleri biliniyor.

[stanbul'un kentsel tarihi ise genel olarak M.O. 8. yluzyildaki kolonizasyon hareketleri ile
baslatilir. Kadikdy /Khalkedon, Kalamig bolgesinde ve Uskidar tepelerinde bulunan ilk
yerlesmelerden sonra M.O. 658 yilinda Megarali Greklerin kurdugu tarihi Byzantion,
bugtinkii kentin gekirdegidir. Tarihi yarmadanin Dogu ucundaki birinci tepe Uzerinde
yerlesen Byzantion'un genelde ticarete ve ticaretin kontroliine dayanan ekonomisi hizla
gelisti. Onceki koloniler, kahinlerin “Korler Ulkesi” dedigi Khalkedon ve diger koloniler,
sonralar Konstantinopolis'in dis mahalleleri olacakti.

Byzantion, kiigiik bir site idi. Ama cografyay hem yerlesim hem de ekonomik gelismesi igin
iyi degerlendirmisti. Bogaz'daki deniz suyu akintilari bile Byzantion'a yariyordu. Gemilerle
Byzantiona gelmek ve gikmak Kalkhedon'a gére daha kolaydi, balik akimlan da zaten
Hali¢'e dogruydu.

Byzantion yerlegsmesinin rékonstriiksiyonu igin yeterli arkeolojik veri yoktur. Ancak mitolojik
betimlemeler ve antik metinlerin karsilikil okunmasi ile topografik veriler birlestirilerek olasi
bir yerlesme modeli kurulabilir: Sarayburnu tzerinden kademelenerek denize inen burnun
tizerinde Akropol'ii vardi. Cesitli kotlarda teraslar yapilarak tapinaklar, gimnazyon, stadion
vs. insa edilmisti. Strategion bélgesinde kamu yapilari bulunuyordu. Antik metinlerde gok
sayida anitin adi gegiyor. Akropolis'te Zeus, Athena, Apollo-Helios ve Afrodites’e adanmig
tapinaklar yapilmisti. Denize yakin bir Poseidon Tapinagi ve Akropolisin kuzey batisinda bir
tiyatro vardi.

Byzantion, stratejik konumundan &tiri bélge tarihinde kaginilimaz olarak bircok savag ve
saldiri ile siyasi/ekonomik orgitlenmelerin iginde yeraldi. Ama balikgilik ve kara/deniz
ticaretinin sagladigi ekonomik rant, kenti hep ayakta tuttu.

Istanbul'u diinya kenti yapan tarihi gelisme Roma egemenligi ile basladi. M.0O.146'dan sonra
Roma Cumhuriyetine bagli (vergi veren) bir kent devleti olarak baslayan doneminde en
énemli olay, Septimus Severus'un kenti savasarak almasidir. Pescennius Niger ile Septimus
Severus arasindaki iktidar cekismesinde Pescennius Niger'den yana olan Byzantion'u dg yil
siiren bir kusatmadan sonra ele gegirip halki kiyimla cezalandirdi.

Ardindan Septimus Severus, kenti yeniden inga etmeye girigti.

Severus donemi yapimlan da verilerin yetersizliginden &turdl tartigmalidir. Surlar onarldi
veya genislefildi. Zeuksippos Hamamlari insa edildi. Agoranin portikolari  yenilendi.
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Agora’dan ana kapi Trakeion'a uzanan Mese agildi. Bu yol, tarihi Yanmadanin kentsel
striktariniin omurgasini olusturacak arterin baglangici idi.

Severus déneminin en énemli yapisi Hippodrom oldu. Yapimi Konstantin dénemine kadar
stiren Hipodrom, yapilari yok olsa da kentin giinumiize de kalanl en dnemli tarihsel mekani
oldu.

Ama asil ve biyik dénisim, Imparator |.Konstantinus tarafindan gergeklestirildi.
Konstantinus, Imparatorlugun merkezini buraya tagimaya ve Byzantion'u bagknt yapmaya
kara verdi.

Aslinda imparatorluk bagkentini Dogu'ya tagima veya Roma'dan bagka bir yonetim merkezi
gereksinmesi uzun zamandan beri digdndlen bir konu idi. Barbar saldinlariyla sarsilan
imparatorluk Dogu’yu elinde tutmaliydi. Buras imparatorlugun en zengin ve bereketli
bolgesiydi. Diocletianus (285-305) bu amagla Nikomedia (Izmit), Thessalonike (Selanik) ve
Antiokhedia’da anitsal yapilarla donatiimig (¢ imparatorluk ikametgahi kurmustu. Ama
|. Konstantinus, Byzantion'u, bu miitevazi koloni kentini secti. Cografyasinin potansiyelini
kavradigini sezdiren bu segimin dogru ve zekice oldugu tarihiyle kanitlandi.

Konstantinopolis, 324'te Roma'dan sonra ikinci kent segildi. 330'da da Imparatorlugun
bagkenti olarak kutsandi. Ve bir Roma imparatorluk kenti vizyonu iginde tasarlandi ve
kurulup bigimlendirildi.

Konstantinus, Roma imparatoriuk kiiltirintin gereksinimlerini kargilayan ve ayni zamanda
Tarihi Yarimadanin topografyasini da degerlendiren bir imar faaliyeti baslatti.

Kent surlan iyice batiya kaydinidi. Konstantinus, antik kentin ana meydanlarini Strategeion
ve Tetrastoon'u oldugu gibi birakti. Kentin omurgasini belirleyen ulagim ekseni Mese Zafer
Takinin /Augusteon altindaki Million'da bagliyor ve batiya uzaniyordu. Atl araba ile yapilan
térenler icin dizgln, genis ve arkadl olarak dizenlenen bu eksen, Via Egnatia, Via
Triumfalis adini alarak Forum Constantiniye oradan Forum Tauriye gidiyordu. Batida
Filadelfion'da kuzeybati ve glineybati olmak zere ikiye ayriliyordu. Guneybatidaki Marmara
kiyisina paralel uzanarak imparatorlann kargilanip torenle girdikleri Altin Kapi'ya / Porta
Aurea) ulagiyordu. Kuzeydeki ise Hali¢'e paralel olarak Konstantinus Mauseleion'una
varyordu. Bu aks, kentin topografik yapisini, tepelerin sirt cizgilerini izleyerek degerlendiren
ve tarih boyunca Istanbul'un Gnli Halig siluetinin alt yapisini olusturan bir diizenleme idi.

Konstantinus, Antik Nekropolis alaninda adini tagiyan forumu yaptirdi. Oval planli, mermer
doseli bu forumun ortasinda Roma Apolion Tapinagindan getirilen 50 m.ylksekligindeki
porfir situnun Uzerinde Constantinus'un heykeli vardl. Bu heykelde Imparator, Helios sol
invictus olarak betimlenmisti. Yonetim ve ficaret antik kentin igindeydi. Hipodromu
tamamlatan Constantinus, tepenin agik denize bakan yamaglarinda Buylk Saray'in ilk
yapilarini inga ettirdi.

Bir forumdan 6ébiriine agilan yollar, bu diinya kentine yarasir bir ihtisgam icindeydi: iki katli,
portikli ve heykellerle bezeli. Kurulusundan bin yIl gegmeden Byzantion, Konstantinus'un
Altin Uggeni olmustu ve de kentlerin kraligesi. Kent, dogal olarak kurucusunun adini
tasiyordu.

Topografyasinin yénlendirdigi ve zekice tasarlanmig bu kentsel striktlr ve islevsel yerlesim
ylizyillar boyu fazla degismeyecekti. Radikal degisim ancak 20 yiizyila dodru baglayacakti.

Milano Fermani (1313) ile hiristiyanligin yasal stati edinmesi kentte, iki siireci beraberinde
getirdi. Severus'la baglayan Romalilasma yaninda yeni inancin gereksindigi kilise, manastir
vb.'in insasiyla Hiristiyanlagma da bagladi. 8.ylzyildan sonra kent, artik, Dogu
Hiristiyaniginin merkezi olmustu. Ayasofya, Aya lIrene ve benzeri biylk kiliselerin ve
saraylanin yapimi Konstantinopolis'e kutsallik katti.

Osmanlilarin eline gegtiginde Constantinopolis, bayindir ve zengin degildi ama yikimlara
ragmen hala biyiik énemli ve gdrkemli bir kentti. Kentin omurgasi dedigmemigti. Ama toren
yolu ve caddeler, Roma dénemindeki gibi genis ve duzenli degildi artik. Blylk yikima yol
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acan 1204 Latin istilasi, ardindan gerileme ve zayiflama slrecine giren Bizans
Imparatorlugu’nun bozulan ekonomisi, kente yansimigti.

Osmanli déneminde kentin omurgasi pek degismedi ama Forum alanlarinin dénistarilmesi
ve blylk sultan killiyesinin yapimi kente farkl bir doku getirdi.

15 ve 16yuzyillarda buylk bir bayindirma dénemi yasandi. Sultan camileri, vezir camileri,
medreseler, hamam ve cesmeler, kervansaray ve carsilar ve Ozellikle Kapaligars.
Farklihgina karsin kent, yine 6nemli, gérkemli ve bir bagka bigimde yine glizeldi.

Osmanli yoneticilerinin ve mimarlaninin dinya goérisleri ve estetik Olgileri, dogal olarak
Roma ve Bizans donemindekilerden farkli idi. Ortak olan yanlar, kentin cografyasina
gosterdikleri dikkat idi. Korunan ve aktarilan bir mirasti bu Tarihi bir sezgi vardi. Ve bu egsiz
cografya, imparatorlara, sultanlara ve tabii mimarlara esin kaynagi oluyordu.

1453'ten sonra artik hi¢ savas yikimi ile kargilagsmamis olan kent, bu kez Konstantaniyye
olarak 16;17; ve 18. ylzyillarda eklenen yapilarla oya gibi islenip bezendi. Sirekli olarak
dinya gezginlerinin, ressam, diplomat veya edebiyatgilarin ilgisini ¢ekti. Yizlerce belki de
binlerce resmi, graviril yapildi. Uzerine notlar, yazilar yazildi. Giderek Dogdu Diinyasinin,
Dogu gizeminin en farkli mekani oldu.

Imparatorlugun 18. yiizyilda Batiya agiima girisimi de burada baglatildi ve buradan yénetildi.
Batiya agiim= kentin sinirlarinin Tarihi Yarimada'nin digina agiimasi olarak yansidi.

Elbet, ilk yerlegsmelerden baslayarak Halicin kuzeyi, Kadikdy ve hatta Bogaz kiyilarinda da
iskan alanlar vardi. Ama Konstantinopolis/Konstantiniyye, kavramsal olarak Tarihi Yarimada
ile sinirli tutuluyordu.

Karsi sahil, Galata / Pera, ticaret ve denizcilik agirlikli kozmopolit bir liman yerlesmesiydi. Bir
olglide Piza ve Venedik ama asil Cenova’'nin bir tir kolonisi veya ticareti istasyonu olarak
yasiyordu.

Galatanin Cenovesi gegmigi 12. ylzyilda bagladi. 15.ylzyll sonuna kadar sirdi. Kentsel
islevler ve niifus yapisi nedeniyle Galata/Pera, hep Avrupa ile iligkiyi saglayan bélge oldu. Bu
nedenle Bati'ya agilmanin bu bdlgeye dogru bir aginimla baglamasi anlamiidir.

Bati'ya agilmanin ilk evresi ve parlak bir kiltir ve sanat dénemi olan Unli Lale Devri,
18.YUzyil baginda Halig'in kuzeyindeki Kagithane Deresi'ndeki Sa'dabad’ da yasandi. Lale
Devriyle birlikte Istanbul’'un dogal gzelliklerinin ve olanaklarinin farkina vanidi.

Bogazin geligmesi ve yerlesime agiimasi da ayni ylzyl sonunda bagladi ama asil
19.ylizyilda oldu. Bogazin her iki yakasinda ¢ok sayida biylk hasbahgelere dénligmis eski
Bizans kraliyet bahgeleri ve av alanlar vardi. Sa'dabad ile baglayan dojaya agiima, o
zamana dek mahrem sayilan yagsami ve yasam mekanlarini sergileyecek bigimde imperial
seremonilerle bezenmis olarak Bogaziginde saray dizilerine donUstd..

Sarayin baslattigi bu agilim, Tarihi Yaramada' dakinden farkli bir toplumsal ve mekansal
diizen yaratti. Venedik'i gagristiran bir mekansal resim olugtu.

Modern kent donanimi, ozellikle ulasim, daha 19.ylzyilldada kent yapisini degisime
zorlayacakti. Ama ekonomik olanaklarin kisith ve niéfusun bir milyondan az olusu,
glinimizdekine benzer blyik ve radikal degisimler getirmedi.

Tarihi Yanmadayl Galata'ya baglayan kopriler antik omurganin kentsel belirleyiciliginin
degismeye bagladigini isaret ediyordu. Kuzey-glney baglantisi yeni bir geligmeydi. Aslinda
antik kentte de Roma cardo ve decumanus semasini diigsindlren ve Mese'yi dik kesen bir
aks Macron Embolon veya akslar vardi. Ama Hali¢'i asan képri yeni bir arterdi.

Tarihi Yarnmada'yr Unkapani'na (1836) ve Karakdy'e baglayan kdprii (1845) ile, gelismenin
kuzeye dogru olacagini sezdiriyordu. Grand Rue de Peranin tesekkill edigi ve Taksim
Uzerinden kuzeye uzanigi, bugilin de gelismesini strdiiren bir aksi baglatiyordu.
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Bu aks! giiglendiren dénemin énemli girigimlerinden biri olan Tinel, kiiglk bir metro olarak
1875'te isletmeye agild1.

Kentin yeni akslara agilacaginin haberini veren gok sayida proje vardi. Gunumuzdeki akslari
éngdren projeler, bir Istanbul Gtopyalar serisi olarak arviglerimizdedir.

Sarayburnu ile Uskidar arasini denizaltinda bir demiryolu gegisi ile baglayan ve buginki
gevre yolunu animsatan bir giizergah igeren projeler veya gérkemli bir Hamidiye koprisu ile
Asya ve Avrupa yakasini baglamayi éneren projeler tasari olarak kaldi. Ama Marmara
Surlarini izleyen ve Sultan'in Sarayinin duvarlarini yikarak kente ulagan demiryolu radikal bir
degisiklikti. Gliney sahilini agan bu girigim, Moltke'nin Hali¢ sahilini Dogu-Bati yéninde agan
arter dnerisiyle suru diglayan kent kavramini éne gikaryordu.

Betimlenen bu kentsel yapi, 20.ylizyilin ortalarina kadar ama yer yer doku yenilemeleriyle
birlikte varoldu. Istanbul'un ahsap yapilar yGzinden aligik oldugu blyik yanginlar,
sonrasinda, yanan alanlarini yeniden dlzenleyen mevzii imar planlarninda dikagil
parselasyonla kentsel doku degistirildi.

20.ylzyildaki imar planlan ozellikle Yenikapi-Unkapani dogrultusundaki gliney-kuzey
baglantisini éne gikariyordu.

Istanbul icin en &nemli planlama girigimi olan H .Prostun Nazim Plani da guney-kuzey
baglantisini  éngdrilyordu. Yenikapi -$igshane baglantis’'nin genis bir arter olarak
diuzenlenmesi, bu planin kararlan arasinda sayilir. 1980'lerdeki Tarlabasi yikimlarina yol
agan genis bulvar da bu aksin kaginilmaz uzantisi idi.

1950l yillann sonundan baslayarak [stanbul'a yonelen blylk  nifus hareketler,
planlamanin ardindan yetisemedigi yeni akslan glindeme getirdi. Imar hamlesi adi altinda
plan digi olarak gergeklestirilen yeni yol agmalar, kontrolsiiz bir byimenin gostergeleri oldu.
Nifusu 10 milyonu gegen Istanbul, o olaganistii cografyanin (izerinde gittikge yayilan bir
leke olarak blyimeye devam ediyor. Biylmeyi plan sinirlarina gekme girigimleri hala
sonugsuz. Bu ortamda Turkiye accademia'si, analitik projeler ve aragtirma teknikleri izerinde
yogunlagmay yegliyor.
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