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Abstract

Through the last fifty years in most of the world, illegal-unplanned-unde-
signed-informal housing/ settlements-informal architectures contemporary
vernacular architecture, was produced by using common sense but was created
independently from each other. We speculate on the concept “vernacular” once
more and claim that informal settlements with its simple solutions, local materi-
als and conditions match with the definition of the “vernacular”. These parasites
like informal architectures make big contribution to the planned city. Informal
settlements with their way of adaptations and characteristics of growth and may
produce motivating questions and resolutions. These settlements contain lessons
about ecology, recycling, acclimatization, transiency, sustainability and flexibility
which are current areas. In Turkey informal settlements are left to demolition by
the architectural intelligentsia and authorities. It is possible to conserve informal
areas without losing their quality of life in both building and urban scales. Uto-
pia for some architects has a proposed structure of future cities as collaged views
and layers and are provoking a new understanding of today’s metropolis. Most
motivating utopian city projects are unfinished, open to contributions, addible
and transformative ones. Only informal settlements may be representing better
architectural and urban qualities being one of the main sources of architectural
knowledge on all scales.
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“People need an identifiable spatialunit to
belong to. Today’s pattern of development,
destroys neighborhoods” (Alexander, 1977).

1. Informal and vernacular

Through the last fifty years in most
of the world, illegal-unplanned-un-
designed-informal housing/ settle-
ments-informal architectures contem-
porary vernacular architecture, was
produced by using common sense but-
was created independently from each
other. They accumulated and repre-
sented similar practices everywhere. If
we remind ourselves of the meaning of
the concept called until now “vernac-
ular” once more, and if we speculate
on it, wecan claim that informal set-
tlements with its simple solutions pro-
duced by using local materials, local
conditions and local lives match with
the definition of the “vernacular”

Thus informal housing produced
today around the world may deserve
the same close interest we already have
shown for the old times’ vernacular ar-
chitecture. In this case just like Le Cor-
busier who studied and drew conclu-
sions from 1910’ Turkish vernacular
architecture, we may do the same for
the informal settlements of today (Le
Corbusier, 1971, 1992, 1994).

On the other hand metropolises
of today have qualities such as dyna-
mism, liveliness and liquidity. These
qualities were probably created by un-
planned-informal developments rather
than planned ones. In metropolises the
speed of this cycle of fluidity-gravity ac-
celerates unplanned and uncontrolled
developments. These unplanned devel-
opments are like parasites which hang
on conflicts in the city.

As a metropolis Istanbul keeps alive

with changes in its inner metabolism
and grows continuously by getting
denser overtime. Istanbul’s formation
is being developed by unplanned, un-
controlled, momentary and tempo-
rary actions of immigrants more than
planned ones. Usually it can be said
that newcomers change Istanbul. Is-
tanbul'suncontrolled and self-evolved
dynamics create fluidityand gravity.
Then this gravity causes new fluidity
and dynamics. Everyday open bazaars
are erected, many activities overflow
intothe streets (Figure 1).

Newcomers create surfaces to sur-
vive on every street in accordance with
their necessities. Stairs-doors-walls are
being added or subtracted. Everybody
who passes through the city in differ-
ent times and periods leaves their own
trace (Figure 2).

Informal settlements of Istanbul are
criticizedand continuously slightedand
are considered in professional circles
as districts of problems. Their potential
as living urban laboratories is ignored.
But this potential may become the sub-
ject of some very interesting questions,
problems and thoughts for the zones
to be “planned” by architects in the
future. We may start without any prej-
udice to investigate the behaviors and
actions set forth by these settlements
as primitive samples of relations estab-
lished with the city.

First we have to be aware of the im-
portance of informal architecture and
then try to organize its contribution to
the planned city.

1.1. Qualities of informal architec-
ture

Modern planning destroys the ex-
isting urban pattern (Alexander, 1977)

Figure 1. Activities overflow into the city (Author, 2007).
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which is based on spontaneous street
formation, and enlarges scales in the
cityscape, and creates a whole which
is not able to constitute an entity with
its isolated zones. But informal settle-
ments with their endless energy con-
tinuously add to the city new street-
fabrics, introduce recycled materials
and give samples of integration with
the green. Norberg-Schulz too points
to the importance of streets in the lives
of inhabitants (Norberg-Schulz, 1971)
(Figure 3).

When a city starts to become a mass
of isolated or separated zones, this new
small scale fabric accumulates around
zones as lifesavers. The first contribu-
tion of unplanned settlements to a city
is by site selection or we can say ille-
gal site occupation. By site occupation
informal settlements either change ex-
isting planned zoning in a positive way
or do not allow for “frosting” planned
zones as they are intended. They set-
tle next to work zones or hang onto
highways. By preventing zone forma-
tion, informal settlements keep the city
alive. Instead of a model of “dense in
the center and looser towards edges”,
they provide a bubbling city which is
equally dense in almost all of its dis-
tricts.

Informal settlements with their way

Figure 3. Informal urban patterns: Kagithane ¢ Giizeltepe districts (Autho
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Figure 2. Samples of informal buildings (Author, 2007).

of adaptation to and hanging onto
the city, plus having characteristics of
growth and change, may produce ex-
citing questions and resolutions which
motivate architects. Besides this, in-
formal settlements represent practical
and flexible solutions like extendibil-
ity, changeability, removability and
growth. These are all properties of
unplanned settlements that together
with their ongoing nature, liquidity
and maintainability may constitute po-
tentials to motivate the architect’s mind
in many different fields and scales..
Hassan also points out that there are
some qualities of informal areas such
as appropriate neighborhood planning
and appropriate public space (Ghada,
2012). Misselhorn states that these set-
tlements should not be called as slums
which is a definition making the in-
habitants disturbed and insists on the
reality that these are the effective areas
of the urban land (Misselhorn, 2010).
Some similar to informal but pro-
fessional first steps already are seen
in certain parts of the world. Provid-
ing necessary infrastructure and then
leaving the area to be developed by
inhabitants should not be seen only as
an easy and practical way of develop-
ment. Environments emerging in this
way should be considered as special
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places which deserve to be considered
as valuable samples to be conserved.
Team 10 claims that new city systems
might be a backbone and parts hung
on it, i.e. a main structure with parasit-
ic unplanned spontaneous attachments
(Smithson, 1968).

Itis also well-known that some inter-
nationally famous architects and some
groups developed their philosophy and
point of view as well as their ethical
and practical behaviors by taking les-
sons from traditional vernacular archi-
tecture (Figure 4). In a time in which
the world is being exhausted hopeless-
ly and in an irreversible way, informal
settlements deserve to be in the field of
interest of architectural students and
also practicing architects. These settle-
ments contain lessons about ecology,
recycling, retrieval, acclimatization,
transiency, sustainability and flexibility
which are all current areas of interest in
architectural circles. They may be con-
sidered as materialized collages. There
are lessons in astonishingly intelligent
and aesthetic solutions of single build-
ing scale as well as in urban scale for-
mation. Because they are formed by the
mindfulness of inhabitants, they are re-
spectful to the environment and topo-
graphic formations. They occupy the
land using not more than their needs;
they protect nature in accordance with
their traditional values; and they plant
trees next to their buildings. So this
early stage of informal settlements can
and should also be considered as a ref-
erence on the urban level (Figure 5).

In our view among all architectural
activities of the day, informal settle-
ments, which we may refer to as new
vernacular, have a special place. New
vernacularconstructions have a very
special character derived from densi-
ty levels and respectful approaches to
the natural and artificial environment.
They certainly contribute to contem-
porary architecture. They represent
the only group which will be the center
of attraction and a source for lessons
in the future. Very few of today’s rou-
tine professional architectural practic-
es show sensitivity to nature, climate,
and concern sustainability. Towns are
being put in a direction that destroys
all qualities in an irreversible manner.
It is not astonishing that this has be-

Figure 4. Drop City and Frank Gehry House
(URL- 1).

come routine. Intellectual architectural
circles all over the world are working
on this situation. In Turkey, ironical-
ly, the only positive way of building in
that sense is through informal, without
building permits - thus illegally built
settlements.

In Turkey existing informal hous-
ing and settlements are totally left to
demolition and disappearance by the
Turkish architectural intelligentsia and
professional circles. Thus these areas,
which contribute to the urban pattern
and life, became places for making fi-
nancial benefits by continuous ‘growth
on site’ policies i.e. growth by replac-
ing the existing structures with bigger,
taller ones. This makes this situation an
emergency.

1.2. Tradition vs. vernacular
“Surviving” by using knowledge, the
city itself, the streets, surfaces, and ev-
erything which belongs to the city, by
any means and relations, constitute
“the lifestyle” Lifestyle gives forma-
tion to these informal settlements. The
“lifestyle” concept can be a new start-
ing point instead of a concept of “tra-
dition” which does not match with the
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Figure 5. Informal settlement: Bagibiiyiik district (Author, 2007).

chaotic structure of a metropolis. Tra-
dition is a concrete concept connected
to a certain time and place in history.
But these relationships, not easily de-
scribed since in every case they need to
be re-described, are reflections of the
lifestyle. So they belong to today and
to the minds of the inhabitants. Ignor-
ing these new vernacular buildingsand
only defending conservation of tradi-
tional buildings can be considered as
running after something without any
rationale. Because what we see today as
traditional and worthy of strict conser-
vation, were once produced with the
local building production rationale just
like today’s ignored vernacular struc-
tures, in conjunction with the time’s
conditions.

When we look from this point of
view, present day vernacular archi-
tecture which was similarly produced
with local building practices and pres-
ent technologies should also have val-
ue in terms of architectural heritage.
Because of financial and technological
issues, this kind of architectural her-
itage is under risk of rapid disappear-
ance. This calls us to action. Informally
developed areas should be conserved
too. This does not mean reducing
them to nothing by sending away the
inhabitants, cleaning their content,
and renewing and converting them to
museums. Instead this conserving act
should articulate them into the city in
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such a way that their inhabitants who
developed them will continue living
there with their own conditions and
methods.

It is possible to conserve informal
areas without losing their quality of
life in both single building and urban
scape scales. Inhabitants who have
gained new status can move and live
in other districts of the city. If there are
some other places which are not prop-
er for living, they can be document-
ed before demolishing them and thus
wide knowledge can be derived from
their experience and can be present-
ed for further design practices. Doc-
umentation should be conducted as if
documenting a professionally designed
architectural environment or product.

Transformation of course is the most
effective structural recourse of surviv-
ing and being dynamic for the cities,
especially those being classified as a
metropolis. Thus the question is that of
how to protect a structural entity which
is based on continuous transformation.
This question is being asked because
of our position against common con-
servation decisions or perhaps we can
better name them as ‘conservation or-
ders’ which do not care about the end
results. The success of this responsibly
asked conservation proposal depends
on the interpretation of the proposed
solution.

The answer to the question could
be traced in the sample towns which
are protected and have survived. We
need to study how those cities were
treated for conservation purposes and
survived losing their authenticity and
afterwards we can derive theories for
conservation of vernacular-traditional
settlements. Because proposals gain ex-
perience after implementation, this ap-
proach can be as effective and forceful
as the theories which produced them.
Thus they exhibit certain solutions.

2. Protection and development

There is not a unique total plan,
model, solution or approach which
can be applied to the whole entity of
the city in the name of being consistent
and rational. But in fact this is done
and advocated very often. An approach
which is convenient to the nature of a
town or a metropolis should take care
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of its timeless, multi-purposed, holis-
tic, structural layers which developed
instinctively andshould give way to
their survival. After all a metropolis is a
collage which is being developed out of
any controlled and planned frozen sit-
uations. Being out of plan is the main
thing that enriches a metropolis and
keeps it from being a poor and one-di-
mensional production.

Utopiafor some architects has a
proposed structure of future cities as
collaged views and layers and are pro-
voking a new understanding of today’s
metropolis. Istanbul could be one of
the first cities in which complicated
structures, different scales, a multi-lay-
ered history, complicated landforms
and very many different lives all to-
gether constitute a collage. In fact, this
assembly is unique. And informal set-
tlements make the biggest contribution
to this collage.

When we study utopian city proj-
ects, what we are interested in or excit-
ed by are the unfinished, open to any
contribution, addible and transforma-
tive ones. In this sense Constant’s col-
lage city images are experiments that
bring togetherthe most different ele-
ments (Figure 6).

In architectural schools” design stu-
dios when experiencing how to add
something to cities, this concept of
the city collage becomes a main sub-
ject of debate. If students can be made
conscious of this multi-layered collage
then they can produce some propos-
als which contribute to a city and raise
extra energy.Students’ designsshould
not propose brand new, single-sided,
single-functional, totally independent,
non-recyclable, noncommunicable,
buildings which having nothing to do
with this unique rich collage, called
city. The author’s architectural design
education studios are being organized
as city-collage-montage experiments
supported with motivational prob-
lems. In this way students can certain-
ly reach encouraging results that also
highly motivate their minds.Structural
characteristics of informal settlements
were one of the encouraging items that
provided starting energy for studio ex-
periments.

Developments that were produced
related to financialconsiderations are

being replaced over time by even new-
er ones because of financial movements
through the world and do not gain any
special place in the history of architec-
ture. If developers together with some
architects build only for property spec-
ulation without feeling any responsi-
bility for any other things, this short-
sightedness prepares the end of the
world as we know it as well as the end
of themselves. Focusing only on their
own economic benefit and callously
sweeping away everything else, even
trees, at the end inconceivably displays
itself for what it is, callous destruction
of the urban environment.Renewal
of informal settlements is a common
problem in developing countries.

Istanbul has its own distinctive char-
acteristics as mentioned above. The
population growth rate, historic back-
ground, geography and topography
of Istanbul are all idiosyncratic. Thus
any universal methods or experiences
are not sufficient or meaningful when
applied to Istanbul. Therefore Istanbul
should provide and experience its own
rational and sensitive solutions. But
what we see at the moment as planned
developments are all adrift from being
conscious and sensitive to the existing
city and to its future as well as to its
very nature.

Being outside of so-called planned
and financially motivated, irreversible
developments, informal structures are
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Figure 6. Constant’s New Babylon (URL-2).
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unplanned but because of their very
nature and are more sensitive to the
urban experience than planned ones.
This makes informal housing very at-
tractive and valuable as an informative
and cautionary formation.

3. Discussion

Experiments of 1960’s already have
shown that towns which are planned
by one hand and on one time do not
match with the physical and mental
expectations of the inhabitants. This
kind of cities can not carry the rich-
ness and caotic structure of a metrop-
olis. Giant buildings and skyscrapers
which planned bythe decisions of one
architect only can be easily turn to
amonotonuous, uninhabitable struc-
ture (Figure 7). Informal contrubitions
at this point give valuable clues to pro-
duce multi layered and rich patterns of
liveable environments. We can see this
in an occupied unfinished skyscraper
in Venezuela (Figure 8). Or even see
in the recent examples growing as roof
top houses all over the big cities (Fig-
ure 9). All those developments clearly
show town planners how to plan the
future. Just watching these examples
can be much more fruitful than deal-
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Figure 7. Monotonuous, uninhabitable

structure (URL-3).
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Figure 8. Caracas David Tower (URL-4).

ing with questionaries to gather data
directly from participants.

4. Conclusions for Istanbul
We can categorize existing housing

settlements in Istanbul into five groups:

o Informal settlements. These are set-
tlements formed by the migrated
new population’s practical solutions
and afterwards they have become
inner city zones surrounded by
newer developments.

o Areas whichare developed in mid-
dle class unqualified urban districts
with lasting design quality and jer-
ry-built dense settlements (mostly



renewed informally developed ar-

eas).

o Higher middle class naked settle-
ments. These constructions sacri-
fice trees in their gardens in favor of
their car parks.

« Higher class inner-city settlements.
These are characterized by high
rise towers which ignore the city,
its sidewalks and pedestrian rela-
tions, lack green space and consist
of countless boringly similar apart-
ment units.

o Higher class settlements. These
consist of villas and false green ar-
eas with surrounding walls on re-
claimed areas from forests on and
around motorways, i.e. gated com-
munities.

We can claim that only informal set-
tlements represent better architectural
and urban qualities. Informal settle-
ment can be considered as one of the
main sources of architectural knowl-
edge almost on all scales. Creating
neutral spaces and infrastructure by
planning and design, can give a chance
to the inhabitants to make their con-
tribution which will lead to better and
living environments (Figure 10).

When planning to protect informal
settlements in Istanbul one should
not try to find references to construct
theoretical or practical bases. It must
be remembered that Istanbul with its
own conditions and history constitutes
a unique entity. This opens the way to
develop peculiar and courageous pro-
posals for its problems. Many times
the necessity of referring to existing
knowledge easily becomes a handicap
for scientific developments by prevent-
ing the suggestion of radical propos-
als. It is not compulsory to reference
experimented and approved ways of
treatment especially in architectural
and urban design. In our view solu-
tions for Istanbul lie in its informal de-
velopments.

We can summarize actions to be
taken fora better and more livable Is-
tanbul as follows:

o Study informal constructions as
potential sources for taking lessons
for the education of architects and
planners.

o Introduce them to the history of the
field of architecture as the “new ver-

Figure 10. Better and living environments (Author, 2007).

nacular.

o Consider them as places which of-
fer clues for the environments that
searched for utopia.

o Take precautions to protect them by
letting them survive and by letting
them keep their characteristics.

« See them as reconstruction facto-
ries of re-use andre-cycling.

If scientific knowledge is continu-
ously produced only to be denied after-
wards, we have to be able to speculate
over informal settlements.
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Enformel vyerlesmeler iizerine bir
deneme

Son elli yildir diinyanin bir ¢ok ye-
rinde birbirinden habersiz bir sekilde
yeni yerel diyebilecegimiz enformel
yerlesimler ortak bir biling tasir gibi ¢co-
galmaktadir. Hemen her farkli kosula
ragmen benzer bir ¢ok 6zellik tasir bu
enformel yeni olusumlar. Bu giine ka-
dar yapilmis yerel taniminin anlamina
tekrar goz atacak ve biraz spekiilasyon
yapacak olursak, bu giiniin enformel
yerlesimlerinin, yerel malzeme kulla-
nimy, yerel kosullar1 degerlendirme ve
yerel yasantilar olusturma ozellikleri
ile yeni yerel olarak degerlendirilmeleri
gerektigini soyleyebiliriz.

Bu durumda Le Corbusier'nin Tiirk
mimarisine gosterdigi ilgiye benzer,
ge¢misin yerel mimarliklarina goster-
digimiz derin ilginin bugiin iretilen
yeni yerellere de yoneltilmesi anlamli
olacaktir. Bugiiniin metropollerinin
sahip oldugu dinamizm, yasam ve
akigkanlik gibi olumlu 06zelliklerin,
planli yapilan hareketler ve tasarimlar
ya da planlama kararlarindan ¢ok daha
fazla enformel olusumlardan kaynak-
lanmaktadir (Le Corbusier, 1971, 1992,
1994). Metropollerin sinirlarinda pa-
razitler olarak tutunan bu dinamik ve
yasanabilir enerji noktalar1 bitylimenin
hiz1 ile kontrolsiiz ve plansiz olusur.

Istanbul'daki akiskanlik ve dinamigi
de yeni gelenlerin yarattig1 karmasa,
yerlesme, tutunma ve doniisiim olarak
tanimlayabiliriz Istanbul iginden yo-
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gunlasan ve ayni yogunlukla da gen-
lesen 6zel bir metropol 6rnegidir. Is-
tanbul'un i¢inde her giin binlerce akis,
kurulup kaldirilan isler, hareket eden
eklenen yiizeyler, yeni gelenler kendi
izlerini birakmaktadirlar. Yasam gecis
halinde ve atmosferler de gecis halin-
dedir. Bazen anlik da olabilen degi-
simler, siireklidir ve her gecis yeni bir
atmosferle karsilik bulur.

Istanbul'un bu gecis halindeki du-
rumlarindan olan enformel yerlesimler
potansiyelleri farkinda olunmadan ge-
nel olarak sorun boélgeleri olarak goriil-
mektedir. Bu onlarin yasayan metropol
laboratuarlar1  olarak goriilmelerini
engellemektedir. Aslinda buralardaki
potansiyelleri fark etmek {izere motive
olan mimarlar i¢in, bu alanlar gelecek
tasarimlar konusunda ¢ok ciddi ipug-
lar1 ve deneyimler verebilecektir. Once
enformel yerlesimlerin gercek 6nemini
farkinda olmali ve daha sonra da on-
larin planl sehre katkilarini deneyim-
lemeliyiz.

Modern planlama belirli diizen-
ler olusturmak amaciyla -ki bu daha
ok araba ile ulasima dayali kolay akis
amact tastyan yaklasim- birbirinden
izole olmus zone lar ve genis caddeler
yaratarak sehri parcalarken, enformel
yerlesmeler bu doku yirtiklarini dol-
durmaya ve yasanabilir 6lgekleri sehre
tasimaya devam etmektedir.

Ne zaman bir sehir izole edilmis ve
parcalanmis zonelara doniismeye bas-
lasa bu kiigiik dl¢ekli durmayan ha-
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reket, onu sehrin yasamina baglamak
i¢in aray1 orer. Enformel yerlesimlerin
sehirlere ilk katkis1 planli bir bolgenin
degisip yasamasini saglayan yer se¢im-
leridir. Sehre tutunma ve adaptasyon
modelleri, pratik ve esnek tasarim ¢o6-
ziimleri ile mimarlara 6nemli dene-
yimler sunmalar1 diger katkilaridir.
Genisleyebilirlik, degisebilirlik, yeni-
den konumlanabilirlik 6zellikleri in-
celenmeye degerdir. Misselhorn bu
yerlesim modellerinin asla slum olarak
adlandirilmamalar1 gerektigini, tani-
min yasayanlar1 incittigini belirtmis ve
bu alanlarin sehrin etkili alanlar1 oldu-
gunu vurgulamistir (Misselhorn 2010).
Diinyada simdiden altyapilarinin tes-
lim edilerek kullanicilarinin tamam-
ladig tasarim denemeleri olmaktadir
(Smithson, 1968). Team 10 yeni sehir
sistemlerinin, ana bir omurga tizerine
asilan parazitik, planlanmamais, spon-
tane eklemelerden olusmasi gerektigini
belirtmistir.

Pek ¢ok unlii mimar ve tasarimci
grubu, mesleki etik ve davranislarin
geleneksel yerel mimarliktan aldiklar:
derslerle olusturmuslardir.

Diinyanin geri doniisii olmayan se-
kilde tiikendigini fark etmemiz ve en-
formel yerel yerlesimlerin, mimarlik
ogrencileri ve pratik yapanlarinin ilgi
alanina girmesi gerekmektedir. En-
formel yerlesimlerin ilk asama halle-
ri, hem bina, hem de sehir dl¢eginde,
surdirilebilirlik, seffaflik, esneklik,
gecirgenlik, ekoloji, geri dontisiim, vb.
alanlarda yapilmis 6rnek kolajlardir.

Tirkiyede bu enformel alanlar tii-
miiyle yikilmasi gereken sorunlu bol-
geler olarak ilan edilmis, kentsel temiz-
lik alanlarina dontismiis ve finansin
yonlendirdigi gelisime agik hale getiril-
mistir. Hentiz bu yerlesimlerin varligi-
n1 stirdiirmeleri tartisilmamus, katkilari
ile ilgili olumlu tek bir unsur giindeme
getirilmemistir.

Geleneksel yerlesimlerin  korun-
malar1 gerekliliginin yanina enformel
yerlesimlerin de korunabilmesi igin
tartismanin gelenek tabanindan yeni
bir tabana alinmasi 6nerilebilir. Yasam
stili, yasam sekli kavramlari, daha or-
tak bir taban olabilir. Bugiiniin yerel
kosullarini, malzemelerini ve yasam
ortintiistinii harmanlayan yeni yereller
olan enformel yerlesimleri gormezden
gelmek ve sadece geleneksel yasamin

yerlesimini koruyalim demek olasi de-
gildir.

Finansal nedenlerle eski yerellerden
daha hizli bir sekilde hatta giinliik di-
limlerde yok olabilen yeni yerellerin
korunmasi  onceliklidir.  Bolgelerin
bina ve yerlesim dl¢eginde korunmala-
r1, nostaljik bir yaklasimla temizlenip,
bosaltilip , kullanicilarinin uzaklastiri-
lip arinmus hale getirilip, miizelestiril-
meleri degildir.

Buradaki esas soru var olusunu de-
gisime ve dinamiklige temellendirmis
olan bir yerlesimi nasil saklayabiliriz.
Belki kendi haline birakarak ve temiz-
leyip finansal kaynaklara sunmayarak.
Her yerin kendi 6zel durumlar: karar-
lara da dogal olarak yansimalidir. Her
durumda var olan yerlesimlerin ciddi
olarak incelenmeleri, belgelenmeleri
gereklidir. Korunmus ancak yagamaya
devam etme basarisi olan yerlesimleri
incelemek katki saglayabilir.

Her seyden 6nce bir metropol, kont-
rollii ve planli hareketlerden uzak, an-
lik degisken ve bundan beslenen, ¢ok
katmanli bir kolaj olarak kabul edile-
bilir.

Bazi mimarlarin utopia Onerilerin-
de gelecek sehirler kolajlar1 barindiran
¢ok katmanli striiktiirler olarak yer alir.
Bitmemis ve katkiya acik olan bu se-
hirler hi¢ bitmesin diye de tasarlanmuis
gibidir. Constantin onerisi olan New
Babylonda gergekten yasayanlarin var-
1181 ile zenginlesmis gibi goriinen kolaj
da tekrara doniisme riski tagiyan yatay
stirekli bir striitktiir tizerindedir. Fakat
Istanbul mevcut varligi, ytzyillardan
gelen birikimi, ti¢ imparatorluk bas-
kenti olmanin biraktig izlerle donan-
mis, pek de farkina olmadan yasanan
ozel bir kolajdir. Dinamik halini siir-
diirmesine izin vererek var olan ozel
olusumlarinin da yok olmamasini nasil
saglariz?

Finansal gerekgelerle yenilenen
alanlardaki mimarliklar s6z edilmeye
deger 6zel cabalar barindirmiyor. Var
olan atmosfer, yasam, akiskanlik, zen-
ginlik doku kaybedilmis yerine yesil-
siz, yayasiz, duvarli sahte malzemeli,
zamanla doku kazanamayacak sadece
¢Op olacak donanimda yerlesimler or-
taya ¢ikmuis olur.

Istanbul benzersiz durumu ile, kendi
rasyonel ve duyarli ¢6ziimlerini kendi
deneyimi ile olusturabilmelidir. Bugiin

ITU A|Z « Vol 12 No 1 « March 2015 « A. I. Mollaahmetoglu Falay



tasarlanan planl durumlar Istanbul'un
dinamiklerini, akigini ve gegisini hic
farkinda olamamuiglardir. Plansiz, mi-
nimum, akilc1 ve yagayan yerler olarak
enformel yerlesimler planli hareketler
ile kiyaslanamayacak kadar ozel ol-
maktadir.

1960’larin  deneyimleri bile gos-
termistir ki, bir kisinin, bir seferde
tasarladigl yerlesimler, yasayanlari-
nin fiziksel ve zihinsel beklentilerini
karsilayamamaktadir. Bu yerler, met-
ropoliin dinamigi, zenginligi ve po-
tansiyelini tagiyamazlar. Bityiik olgekli
yapilar, gokdelenler tek mimarin karari
ile donuklagan ve yasamayan yerlere
doniismektedirler.  Katmanli, zengin
oriintiilt yasamlar olusturan enfor-
mel katkilarin en yakin 6rnegi Vene-
zueladaki tamamlanamamis bir gok-
delenin yasama tutunmaya calisanlar
tarafindan isgal edilmesi, ya da diinya
tizerinde kullanilmayan catilarin kii-
¢lik evler tarafindan doldurulmala-
ridir. Biitin bu Ornekleri incelemek,
gelecegi tasarlarken, yerlesimde yasa-
yacaklarin katkilar1 adina onlara soru
yoneltme calismalarindan daha verimli
olabilecektir.

Istanbulda mevcut konut yerlesim-
lerini genel olarak bes grupta toplaya-
biliriz:

Enformel yerlesmeler. Bunlar go¢
edenlerin yarattiklar: pratik ¢oztimler-
le sehre tutunmak icin, sehrin sinirla-
rinda olusturduklar1 ve bir siire sonra
sehrin icinde kalan dinamizm alanla-
ridir.

Yenilenmis enformel alanlar. Bunlar,
orta sinifin yerlestigi yenilenmis ve ¢ok
yogunlasmis eski enformel yerlesim
alanlaridir.

Yiiksek orta sinifin ciplak alanlari.
Bunlar, agaglarini otoparklarina, gii-
neslerini ve havalarini ytikseklige feda
etmis, yogunlasmis 6zensizlesmis eski
az yogun ancak 6zenli yerlesim alanla-
ridir.

Yiiksek sinif sehir i¢i yerlesimleri.
Bunlar gsehri umursamayan kendi ¢ok
yiiksek duvarlari ile kendini sehirden
ayiran, sokagi yok eden, yesili farkinda
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olmayan, yayay1 hi¢ var etmeyen, kop-
yalanmis ¢ok sayida yiiksek bloktan
olusur.

Yiiksek smif yerlesimleri. Bunlar
sehrin merkezinden uzak, orman alan-
lara yakin, otoyollar ile ulasilabilen,
yitksek duvarlar ile kendini sehirden
ve genelde yakinindaki enformel yer-
lesimlerden ayiran, sahte yesilliklerle
dolu villa alanlaridur.

Sunu belirtmeliyiz ki sadece en-
formel alanlar gercekten daha iyi bir
sehir yasami ve mimarlik atmosferi
sunmaktadir. Hatta enformel yerlesim-
ler hemen hemen biitiin 6lceklerde en
temel mimarlik bilgisi kaynag: olarak
dusiintilebilir.

Daha iyi ve yasanabilir bir Istanbul
i¢in yapilabilecek olanlar;

Enformel olusumlarin, ders cikar-
mak {izere 6grenciler ve pratik yapan-
lar tarafindan potansiyel alanlar olarak
goriilmesi,

Enformel yerlesimlerin, mimarlik
tarihi literatiiriine yeni yerel olarak gi-
rebilmesi,

Utopik yerlesimler yaratma arayi-
sinda olanlara ip uglar1 sunan yerler
olarak goriilmeleri,

Onlari, yeniden kullanim- geri do-
nistim- enerji kazanimi gibi ekolojik
onlemleri gercekten yaratan fabrikalar,
ders alinacak yerler olarak gérmek.

Benzersiz Istanbul’a eklenen seyin
de bir kolaj olmasi diistintilmelidir. En-
formel yerlesimler yeni kolajlar olarak
motive edici 6zellikleri nedeniyle ince-
lenmelidir.

Eger bilimsel bilgi yalanlanmak iize-
re Uretiliyorsa, enformel yerlesimler
hakkinda spekiilasyon yapabiliriz.

Istanbuldaki enformel yerlesimlerin
korunmasi1 konusunda arastirmaci-
larin teorik ya da pratik refereranslar
bulmaya calismasi anlamsizdir, ¢lin-
kii Istanbul zaten tarihi, cografyasi ve
konumu ile baslibasina ¢ok 6zel bir
olusumdur ve kendisi bir referans ola-
bilmelidir. Bu nedenle onun cok 6zel
konumunu farkinda olmak ve kendi
gerekenleri yoniinde ¢alismalar yap-
mak olasidur.



