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Abstract

Urbanization and population increase in the cities have led to crime and vio-
lence; specifically, high levels of physical, sexual and non-physical violence are
committed against women, children and older people which are the vulnerable
groups of society. Hence, the issue of violence against vulnerable people became
an inseparable part of studies concerning women and urban space.

In this study our subject is examined by first providing a brief literature review
on gender issues and women in urban space, urban violance, defensible space and
crime prevention by design. A case study is presented together with observations
and determinations regarding Bezirganbahge - a TOKI (Bureau for Social Hous-
ing Administration) Social Housing Development in Istanbul,Turkey- and the
case has been analyzed in terms of security and safety measures within the con-
text of urban violence and women. A questionnaire has been conducted with 100
people and 68 of them were included in the statistical evaluation of samples. It is
found out that while the settlement is considered secure with reference to natural
disasters and accidents, it was considered insecure in terms of crime.

The main objective of this study is that most social housing settlements of
TOKI that have been rapidly constructed in cities in Turkey has received criticism
must be scientifically evaluated.

Keywords
Women, Urban space, Urban violence, Defensible space, Crime prevention, Social
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1. Introduction

Urbanization has had important
consequences for many aspects of so-
cial, political, and economic life due to
an increase in urban. Classical social
theorists Tonnies, Marx, Durkheim,
Weber, and Simmel have all discussed
the decline of local attachments and
the rise of mass urban society (Wirth,
1938; Fisher, 1976; Sennett, 1970;
Palen, 1997, Macionis & Parrillo, 2010).
Mumford (1937) explains that the city
has a distinct physical form based on
social exchanges of various kinds. Ac-
cording to Wirth’s (1938) “Urbanism as
a Way of Life”; large numbers of people
live in the city, the settlement is dense
and individual and group lives are het-
erogeneous. Women are a part of this
heterogeneity; studies on the relation-
ship of women and urban space de-
serve more attention in terms of their
vulnerability to violence and crime.

In this article women are considered
as a vulnerable group of the society for
being attacked in urban space although
many population groups as children,
elderly, homeless, disabled people, eth-
nic minorities, refugees, and others,
that today would be regarded as vul-
nerable; consistent with Webster’s defi-
nition as “capable of being physically
wounded”. Mechanic and Tanner have
discussed the concerns of vulnerability
as follows: “Vulnerability involves sev-
eral interrelated dimensions: individu-
al capacities and actions; the availabili-
ty or lack of intimate and instrumental
support; and neighborhood and com-
munity resources that may facilitate
or hinder personal coping and inter-
personal relationships” (Mechanic and
Tanner, 2007, pp.1222). The exclusion
of issues of vulnerable people domi-
nates the design of urban spaces until
the beginning of the Twentieth Centu-
ry; women have been a part of this also,
when their position was defined as “a
woman’s place is in the home” Women
have had to be involved in economic,
social and political life in the twentieth
century and they were exposed to long
working hours. Therefore, they have
been on their way home late at night
and from their home to work early in
the morning, which means there is lack
of light and the design of urban spaces
do not provide this; meaning, it does

not sufficiently meet the security needs
of women. Even though women join
social life in urban spaces as men, their
mobility is still restricted to a great ex-
tent in their daily lives due to their be-
coming targets of urban violence.

In the Twentieth Century there
has been a new wave of urban theo-
ries concerning gender and planning.
Until recently, urbanists like Jacobs
(1961) and Hayden (1981) who were
concerned with gender issues were
extremely rare. In the 1980s, with the
global rise of feminism, feminist the-
oreticians started discussing space
and spatial processes in the context of
gender issues. After the 1980s, women
have become much more involved in
every aspect of life which has brought
changes to the understanding of both
space and community. These changes
have transformed the interpretation
of “home” and home environment
being understood as women’s space,
along with the role of men. Acknowl-
edgement of gender as a parameter
contributes to a better understanding
of living environments, when trans-
forming the fragmented city; thus a
better rearrangement against the cur-
rent restrictions that will not only be a
threat toward women but for the whole
community (Mackenzie, 1989; Massey;,
1994; DeSena, 2008).

In the following, we first discuss the
gendered design of urban space, which
led to creation of housing districts with
the supposition of women’s place being
in the home; and thereby, to the pres-
ence of vulnerable spaces for women
on their way home. Secondly, we dis-
cuss violence against women in the
urban space, part of which takes place
within housing districts. Whether on
city streets, public transport, or in their
own neighborhoods, women are sub-
ject to abuse, ranging from harassment
to sexual assault and rape. UN Wom-
en, UNICEF and UN-HABITAT have
been working with municipal leaders,
as well as women’s organizations, to
ensure that women can join the streets
and enjoy the public spaces without
fear of violence and crime (UN-Wom-
en, 2011).

In this paper, housing districts are
analyzed within the urban context, and
the creation of defensible space for gen-
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erating safer places is emphasized. We
discuss how ongoing social housing
projects, carried out by TOKI (Bureau
for Social Housing Administration),
fail to support the creation of defensi-
ble spaces within housing regions; and
thereby introduce environments that
prepare grounds for violence against
women.

2. Urban space and women

Increase in the number of women in
both educational and professional fields
of spatial studies, rise of eco-feminism
and discussions about space, time-
space relations and identity issues in
the postmodernist context brought the
feminist attention to “space”. Suzanne
Mackenzie (1989) suggests in “Wom-
en in the City”, that in today’s social
and economic reconstruction era; the
feminist approach has become almost
focal in geography studies which make
it crucial for future urban policies.
Gender inequalities and social patterns
that created them have been the focus
of research on women and urbanism.
Two main ideas emerged. One was the
recognition that different places meant
different social worlds for both men
and women. The other was the un-
derstanding that industrial urban life,
contrary to the Nineteenth-Century
image of the city as a deadly and dan-
gerous place for women in both phys-
ical and moral or social respects, actu-
ally was associated with relatively more
equality between the genders. Beall
(1997) argues that the “gendered city”
is designed by men and for men, but
is inhabited by both women and men;
who have diverse interests and needs at
different stages of their lives, and dif-
ferent family and community contexts.
Planners cannot always anticipate the
different ways in which women and
men use and experience cities. Urban
planning and urban institutions have
been deeply influenced by gender ste-
reotyping (Wilson, 1991; Wright-Isak
& Fava, 1997).

History shows men’s needs rath-
er than women’s have been given the
priority for the design of urban spaces
(Michelson, 1991). Women’s needs and
priorities, on the other hand, have al-
ways been disregarded in terms of the
design of settlements, the choice of lo-
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cation of housing and the provision of
urban services. Massey (1994) argues
that the modern city and its space have
been gendered and that women have
been confined to this ideological, if not
always in practice. DeSena (2008) in
“Gender in an Urban World” examines
the influence of gender in shaping rela-
tions within urban spaces and places.
The authors investigate ways in which
urban world is gendered, and roles of
women and men in creating and trans-
forming urban life. Urban and subur-
ban women fall victim to restrictive
zoning ordinances and the tendency
of the city toward social and functional
homogeneity, coupled with inaccessi-
bility and inadequacy of various pub-
lic services vital to womens changing
roles. Concerning home and the design
of urban environment, writers have
focused on, women’s lack of input in
open spaces and park facilities (Peter-
son, 1991), crime and defensible-space
issues for women, and the missing
community services and public and
commercial spaces in our environment
(Lofland, 1984).

2.1. Urban violence and women
Women have been exposed to street
violence and also domestic violence in
the cities (Hayden, 1981; Vadera, 1997;
Kirkland, 1997; Patel, 1997). High lev-
els of physical, sexual and non-physical
violence are committed against wom-
en more intensely in cities than in the
countryside. Crime and fear of crime
are very powerful forces that shape
womenss lives. Street violence is a phe-
nomenon that makes people be afraid
to go out, and it creates fear of crime
(Jacobs, 1961; Patel, 1997). Research
on gender issues has shown that wom-
en fear being attacked in certain city
streets and parks particularly in the
evening (Allen, Massey & Pryke, 1999;
Pain, 1991; Valentine, 1989). As more
violence cases are observed in cities,
safety is becoming a more urgent issue
for the home and urban environment,
and women’s mobility is being intense-
ly restricted. Women’s participation in
social spaces is therefore prevented by
the fear of violence as much as by the vi-
olence itself (Beall, 1997). Investigation
on violence against women has shown
that those who have been exposed to
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or witnessed acts of violence tend to
avoid social life and become restrict-
ed in their daily lives, and their free-
dom and efficiency are being seriously
hindered. Urban violence acts against
women take place in public places, on
public transport, in streets and parks
which are either too crowded or empty
for the city dwellers to observe the acts
are most difficult to control.

Today half of the world’s population
lives in cities, a figure that will reach
60% by 2030 and 70% by 2050 (World
Urban Campaign, 2009). As develop-
ing countries’ populations rapidly ur-
banize in the coming decades, the need
for development assistance to address
crime and violence is likely to increase.
European Union Institute for Securi-
ty Studies (EUISS) and International
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) have
organized a colloquium focusing on
urban violence. EUISS European Strat-
egy and Policy Analysis System (ES-
PAS) 2030 forecasting project report
and research show that urbanization
will increase dramatically in the next
twenty years, and one of the report’s
key conclusions highlights the growing
role of cities in tomorrow’s world, with
a very likely high degree of potential
violence in these urban environments
(Apraxi et al., 2012).

2.2. Violence, urban space and wom-
en in Turkey

Violence and crime against women
worldwide has increased, and across
Turkey as well. While the violence
women are exposed to be partly do-
mestic, the part taking place outside
home and urban spaces is also signif-
icant. The unofficial media scan by
Bianet (Independent Communication
Network) highlights that the number
of such violent situations increased (Bi-
anet, 2005). Violence against women is
a serious problem in Turkey despite
legislative changes that look positive on
the surface. In the case of rape it is an
acknowledged major worldwide prob-
lem of women that does not only apply
to Turkey. While there is not enough
research data on the threats women
are exposed to in urban spaces, it is not
wrong to say that women are actually
experiencing several types of violence.
Precautions are to be taken, reinforced

with an interdisciplinary approach that
requires research on violence in urban
spaces and its relationship with urban
design. The protection of women as
a vulnerable group must be handled
as a serious socio-economic problem
and a design problematic. Moreover,
to avoid acts of violence and crime in
the vicinity of housing areas, neighbor-
hood relationships must be fostered to
ensure close security ties. Hence, the
design of the home, but mostly the de-
sign of its environment becomes a very
decisive issue. The history of housing
design has taught designers some les-
sons, in terms of successful and unsuc-
cessful examples concerning the home
environment and the open spaces in-
cluded in them; which the following
will discuss.

3. Design principles for safe places
Planners and architects have thought
and developed design principles for
creating safe places for people. There
are three schools; Defensible Space;
Crime Prevention through Environ-
mental Design (CPTED); situation-
al crime prevention/2nd generation
CPTED /SCP for creating safer places
that affect designing out crime from
the environment (Colquhoun, 2004).
Oscar Newman’s research in 1972
about defensible space, which is con-
sidered to be one of the most extensive
studies and which focused on 63 public
housing sites around the United States,
had become a guide book that had
been a base for safe housing policies.
Defensible space theory has received
strong supporting evidence from stud-
ies of public housing in Britain and
the United States and from studies of
residential street blocks in the United
States (e.g. Newman and Franck, 1980,
1982; Perkins, Meeks and Taylor, 1992;
Taylor, Gottfredson, and Brower, 1984;
see Taylor, 1987, for a review). New-
man (1972) noticed a set of practices
and designs that he believed caused
problems for people and proposed four
physical principles for the construc-
tion of a space that defends itself. These
principles are (1) Territoriality, (2)
Natural surveillance, (3) Image, and
(4) Milieu (Environmental setting).
Newmans work on defensible space
has met with great critical acclaim and
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massive criticism, both of which it de-
serves (Krupat, 1985; Taylor, 1987).
Recently, sophisticated and power-
ful models have been developed which
have been applied to the issues of dis-
order at site, block, and neighborhood
levels and should continue to be useful
(Taylor & Harrell, 1996). Researchers
considered more carefully the impact
of physical features of urban spaces on
fear and victimization and upgraded
their theoretical studies about territo-
rial behavior and cognition with the
second generation defensible space
theory. CPTED strategies have evolved
over time (Crowe, 2000). While many
of the actual techniques have been in
use for hundreds of years, it has only
been in the last few decades that ur-
ban experts such as Jane Jacobs and
Oscar Newman have explored the re-
lationship between the built environ-
ment and criminal behavior. Each of
the following CPTED strategies offers
guidelines which, as a property own-
er, builder, or remodeler, you can ap-
ply to reduce the fear and incidence of
crime and improve the quality of life.
These design guidelines are intended
to stimulate design professionals to ad-
dress urban security problems. Project
teams are encouraged to be innovative
in developing solutions which limit the
exposure of urban communities to in-
cidences of crime. CPTED is based on
four elements: (1) natural surveillance,
(2) natural access control, (3) territo-
rial reinforcement, (4) maintenance.
According to the model of defensible
space and CPTED, urban and archi-
tectural designs must be taken into
consideration in an attempt to create
the unconscious network of voluntary
social control in urban places, streets
and parks. Jacobs (1961) calls these
the “eyes on the street” Through close
examination of the scenes of the crime
the design of the lonely and dark plac-
es must be modified for better control
possibilities. Out-door playgrounds
for children must be designed in such
a way as to enable close observation
and control by the neighborhood and
other inhabitants. Cozens (2008) also
indicates in his article, that the review
of environmental criminology and
CPTED can assist in anticipating, re-
ducing and understanding the crime
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risk in New Urbanism. It is possible for
urban people to cope with stress, fear
of crime, form close relationships with
others, and develop the heterogeneity
in environments in which they live. It
is equally possible for them to feel in
control of their lives and their envi-
ronment; yet, this requires great effort,
educational upgrading, and planning
precautions. The city can be a safe
and good place to live for women (Un
Women, 2011). For this reason, local
authorities, universities, institutions
and the police must be aware of and in
work in cooperation with contempo-
rary studies on urban space and ensure
security and safety for the people of
the city; safety being the most essential
need of all (Un-Habitat ,2011).

UN-Habitat-Gender Issue Guide ex-
plains;

“Streets, parks, bus stops, sports
fields, squares, parking lots, etc. de-
sign must have certain characteristics
that have been planned and designed
according to the specific safety needs
of women and girls; easy access to and
from the location and easy movement
within the location, good lighting so
that users can see and be seen, easy-to-
read signs to help users find their way,
clear and well-kept paths where users
can easily see each other. Inclusion
of mixed uses, provisions for different
seasons provisions for young children
and the elderly (because women are of-
ten caretakers), e.g. in urban areas this
could mean low, wide sidewalks for
strollers, wheelchairs, and walkers, and
areas with slow-moving traffic, access
to clean, secure, easily accessible toilet
facilities with space for changing chil-
dren’s diapers. The work of the move-
ment for safer cities for women offers
many experiences and guidelines for
safety in the cities” (UN-Habitat, 2012,
pp.47-48).

4. Housing settlements of TOKI and
the urban space

TOKI, Turkey has produced 615 749
housing units between 2003 and 2013
(December) as it has announced in its
official website (www.toki.gov.tr); 512
661 of these units are social housing.
It is suggested here, that social housing
units that were produced by TOKI all
across Turkey, with the same set of de-
sign principles regardless of the place,
or the environmental context, need to

Women, social housing and urban spaces: Places to dwell and places where women are being

attacked on their way home



248

be subject to an investigation in terms
of safety measures, as to whether they
are designed according to precautions
against violence and crime. It can be
easily observed here that the settlement
patterns of these houses are very simi-
lar to the examples Newman (1972)
has criticize outer spaces existing be-
tween housing units (Figurel) do not
define a sense of place in terms of being
an enclosure for the dwellers and these
spaces are poor in terms of safety con-
ditions, since they are penetrable from
any direction easily. Housing blocks
are placed in void, not forming any
kind of outer space which relates one
housing block to the other also (Fig-
ures 2, 3, 4).

The discussion of defensible space
for housing environments in Turkey
is further developed here, with a case
study of one of the TOKI ; Bezirgan-
bahge Social Housing Development.

5. Case study: Bezirganbahge Social
Housing Development'
Bezirganbahge  Social Housing
Development is in Halkal, Istanbul.
The same plan typology repeats in 55
blocks and in 2695 flats here; demo-
graphic feature is 12.000-16.000 peo-
ple, the density is 125, 4 housing units
per acre. A study has been conducted
in this settlement in 2010 concerning
the evaluation of TOKI housing settle-
ments within sustainability measures.
A questionnaire which included the
five-level Likert scale has been con-
ducted with 100 people and 68 of them
were included in the evaluations. 18 of
the samples were female and 49 male,

(Newman, 1996).

Figure 1. Oscar Newman, (1972).

,Ii Fiﬁ I“;\
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Figure 3. TOKI Housing

Development, Antalya.

Ciplakls

1 unanswered. As in most TOKI social
housing projects and as can be seen in
the figures illustrated below, block lay-
out implementations are not efficient in
creating either physical or psychologi-
cal territories. Newman’s “Defensible
Space” (1996) can work as a complete
assessment tool for the productions
of TOKI; this section has referred fre-
quently to that study (Figure 5, 6).

5.1. Elements related to security and
safety in Bezirganbahge

Timothy Crowe (2000), author of
the book, CPTED, explains that “The
physical environment can be manip-
ulated to produce behavioral effects
that will reduce crime” The analyses
and observations focused on entrance,
lighting, and security for checking four
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Figure 4. TOKI
Development, Ankara.

Figure 5. TOKI Bezirganbahge Social
Housing Development, Istanbul.

2Out-door
playgrounds for
children have

not enabled close
observation and
control by the
neighborhood and

other inhabitants.  Housing Development, Istanbul.?
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elements which CPTED is based on:
Natural surveillance, natural access
control, territorial reinforcement, and
maintenance in Bezirganbahge.

5.1.1. Entrance

The settlement has three entrances
two being located on the main street.
Nevertheless, the lack of designed
boundaries around the settlement and
territorial reinforcement has caused ac-
cessibility from many spots around the
settlement. There are not physical bar-
riers that show ownership of a property
by the use of fences, landscaping, sig-
nage, pavement designs and lighting.
The entrances are not visible, well lit
and overlooked by windows. Clearly
defining entranceways and controlling
other points of access to a building is
important to natural access control.

5.1.2. Lighting

There are questions to inhabitants
about good lighting for surveillance
and visibility that users can see and
be seen, easy-to-read signs to help us-
ers find their way, clear and well-kept
paths where users can easily see each
other. Answers of subjects show that
(Figure 7) there is not sufficient light at
night and in the early morning (%70)
in the streets. The residents have com-
plained about typical places which
are dark doorways and parks at night,
empty and badly lit streets that cause
fear and insecurity for women.

Natural Surveillance is the observa-
tion of areas by people. A criminal is
less likely to commit a crime if they can
be seen by others.

5.1.3. Security

A criminal is less likely to commit
a crime if they can be seen by others.
Hence the residents have not been
willing to pay for the wall that was
planned to be built felt insecure due
to the crime / fear of crime which they
could not prevent because there are
not boundaries around the settlement
which have created territorial rein-
forcement and maintenance. Therefore
a staff of security personnel has been
employed since 2007 when the housing
units were made ready for the residents
to settle in. During the first two years a
high level of crime was observed where
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theft, drug sales/abuse and prostitution
were rampant. As crime rates have rel-
evantly decreased today, security units
have been lessened to the number of
10. Due to the shift-system there is
only three permanent security staff at a
time. It has been pronounced that the
security staff is not sufficient (Figure
8).

5.2. Assessment of security in Bezir-
ganbahce

According to the figures in Tablel,
the settlement is considered “secure”
in terms of “fire, natural disasters and
traffic accidents”, while it is consid-
ered “dangerous” and “very dangerous”
in terms of sociologically significant
crimes as theft and murder.

While no distinguishing responses
between genders were spotted in terms
of “fire, natural disasters and accidents”,
“theft and murder” with the responses
as “dangerous and very dangerous” had
distinguishing importance related to
gender (Table 2).

The subjects were asked to assess
the security topic in general for their
families and themselves. Responses as
“definitely not safe” and “not safe” were
pointing to a very high rate as of 60.3
% (Table 3, Figure 9) (Turan, 2010, pp.
140-141).

Although the security staff was em-
ployed when the high rate of the “un-
certain” responses had increased, it
is not wrong to say that the feeling of
security in Bezirganbahge Social Hous-
ing is “very low”. Also, the architectural

design of the housing settlement is not
taken into consideration in an attempt
to create the unconscious network
of voluntary social control in urban

There is suffcient light in this housing
at night/ darkness

100,00%
S0, 30 709
N, e 50 n S
20:00% i . . 740% THTUY 5ap% 4 oo
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% Ry 2
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Figure 7. Lighting in Bezirganbahge Social Housing.

Security Staff
100,00%
80,00% 0.603
60,00% -
40,00% - o
20,00% - 0,074 0103 o 0,084
0,00% - !_'_-_'_&-_'f'_zb—_‘
& & & &
S g:&‘é\ &
& & 5 e
& N &
4%

Figure 8. Security staff in Bezirganbahge Social Housing .

places, streets and parks via mixed use

programs. The fact that there is secu
rity staff within the settlement does
not contribute to the creating of secu-
rity conditions. It is possible to define
a clearer general opinion on security
based on this assessment.

UN-Habitat’ Safer Cities Program
has been recommended police station
and security staff for preventing crime
especially against women if surround-
ing is not secure, but also has stressed
that it is a job too big for the police or
security staff alone (2007, 2011, 2012).

6. Conclusion
Today’s violence and crime can be

Table 1. Assessment of security Bezirganbahge Social Housing.

Security
% Values Very Denger- Dengerous | Uncertain | Secure very Unan- Total
ous Secure swered

(N=68)

Fire 11,8 22,1 20,6 42,6 1,5 1,5 100

INfih e L i 13,2 17,6 32,4 32,4 1,5 2,9 100

sasters

:“‘fﬁ‘ acer 7.4 14,7 22,1 45,6 44 5,9 100
ents

Theft 48,5 33,8 10,3 5,9 - 1,5 100

Murder 17,6 33,8 32,4 10,3 1,5 4.4 100
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Table 2. Perception of security according to gender in Bezirganbahge Social Housing.

. . N . . Ho
ey t.10n of Security “Uncertain” | Average Stal?da?rd S.tat}stlcal Accepted/Reject-
According to Gender . Deviation | Signifiance

uninvolved ed
Fire 67 3,00 1,101 0,743 Accepted
Natural disasters 66 2,91 1,063 0,915 Accepted
Traffic accidents 64 3,27 1,043 0,794 Accepted
Theft 67 1,73 0,880 0,020 Rejected
Murder 65 2,42 0,967 0,019 Rejected

Table 3. Assessment of safety in Bezirganbahge Social Housing.
Bezirganbahge Social Housing.

Frequencies % Value
Definitely Not Safe 16 23,5
Not Safe 25 36,8
Uncertain 14 20,6
Safe 11 16,2
Definitely Safe 1 1,5
Unanswered 1 1,5
Total 68 100,0
General Feeling of Security

100,00%

80,00%

60,00%

e 36,80%

' g 20.60%  16,20% 15,00% 15,00%
e L M ]
0% , H B .
p @ & ?S;-b\o & \\@0 3 éeb
< & & & 5
= © & i
o F
K\Q
QQu

Figure 9. General feeling of security in Bezirganbahge Social

Housing.

lessened in the future by designing and
building housing spaces within the cit-
ies and towns more sensibly by taking
into account the roles of women, who
are increasingly getting involved in so-
cial and economic realms; this will in
turn, develop the fragmented function-
ing of the city not only for women but
also for the whole community. Accord-
ing to the model of Defensible Space,
TOKI housing must be taken into con-
sideration in an attempt to create safer
places for women. The research results
indicate that the feeling of security
is very low and residents have fear of
crime in Bezirganbahge which is built
with the same set of design principles

of the TOKI Social Housing. Despite
the fact that most of the housing of
TOKI has received criticisms, it can
be easily seen that it has not been ex-
amined thoroughly, and the econom-
ic, socio-cultural and environmental
structures of the housing settlements
that have been rapidly constructed in
cities and counties have not been sci-
entifically evaluated.

Disciplines, including architecture,
city planning, sociology, psychology,
anthropology, law, geography and po-
litical science should participate in re-
search; offering us a multi-disciplinary
perspective. It is important to cre-
ate healthy, sustainable communities
through a holistic approach to physi-
cal, social and economic development.
Suggested references to function as a
guide to such an investigation are re-
lated to the defensible criteria of hous-
ing and urban spaces. Research should
be carried out at places where violence
takes place most intensely and sugges-
tions should be developed to prevent
crime by means of design and social
mechanisms. Reorganization can be
planned depending on “Crime Preven-
tion through Environmental Design”
(CPTED) principles. It is seen that
lonely and dark places and out-door
playgrounds for children have not en-
abled close observation and control by
the neighborhood and other inhab-
itants so that these areas are insecure
for residents and available for crime in
Bezirganbahge. Regarding to CPTED
lonely and dark places and streets get
to see and be seen including lighting,
control and order of spaces by design.
The boundaries of the settlement and
the programmatic concerns such as
mixed use of buildings and compact
neighborhoods can be more effective
for creating social control (eyes on the
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streets) to prevent crime. According to
the model of defensible space and CPT-
ED, urban and architectural designs
must be taken into consideration in an
attempt to create the unconscious net-
work of voluntary social control in ur-
ban places, streets and parks by mixed
use programs employed in buildings.

The importance of involving wom-
en in planning studies is especially
important for the reorganization of
the fragmented city. Planning research
and development by itself will not be
powerful enough to prevent violence,
especially violence against women. It
is obvious that precautions taken by
local authorities and security measures
developed for this purpose, together
with sociological and political research
must be evaluated in cooperation with
the urban design, leading to a con-
sciousness of gender differences and
about urban violence. It is necessary
that a relevant interdisciplinary project
is to be carried out and research teams
to be formed. To better understand the
dynamics of urban crime and violence
and effectively prevent these, urban de-
sign measures should be reconsidered.
Today, since these housing areas have
only recently been inhabited, they are
not home to violence and crime yet;
precautions should be taken through
design support for the areas where
the design principles of these devel-
opments do not meet the needs of a
secure environment. Design solutions
should be developed for preventing
violence, crime and fear of crime in
housing settlements and in urban spac-
es, for women who live there to con-
sider them as safe, both when being at
home or when walking on the streets
and in parks.

....As a result of their higher levels
of fear of crime, women are generally
more aware of those aspects of the built
environment that can offer opportuni-
ties for crime and criminals and more
sensitive to risks and insecurity. For
this reason, utilizing women’s percep-
tions and experiences in urban design
and planning can greatly enhance over-
all community safety... (UN-HABI-
TAT October 2007).
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Kadinlar, sosyal konut ve kentsel al-
anlar: Kadinlarin barinma yerleri ve
ev yolunda saldirildiklari yerler

Kentlesmenin ve kentlerde niifusun
artmasinin sosyal politik ve ekonomik
yasam tizerinde 6nemli sonuglar1 var-
dir. Bu calismada, Webster’ in “fizik-
sel olarak zarar gorebilen” tanimi goz
ontine alinarak, kadinlar da, kent yasa-
minda daha zor sartlara sahip ¢ocuk-
lari, yashilary, evsizleri, engellileri, etnik
azinliklari iceren toplumun “savunma-
s1z” gruplarindan biri olarak degerlen-
dirilmistir. 20. ylizyithin bagina kadar,
savunmasiz gruplar kentsel tasarim
stirecinde g6z 6niine alinmamus, toplu-
mun bir parcasi olan kadinlarin sosyal
yasamdaki pozisyonlar1 “kadinin yeri
evidir” bakis ac¢isiyla tanimlanmigtir.
Erkekler gibi sosyal yasamin bir par-
casi olsa da kadinlarin hareket alanlar1
oldukga kisitli olmus ve kent yasamin-
da siddete maruz kalmislardir. 20. yiiz-
yila gelindiginde planlamada kadin ve
cinsiyet konularina daha ¢ok odakla-
nan kentsel teoriler tiretilmistir. Jacob
(1961) ve Hayden (1981) gibi, kent ve
kadin iizerine disiinen teorisyenler
ortaya ¢ikmis ve ozellikle 1980lerden
sonra, kadinlari sosyal yasamda her
alana daha ¢ok dahil ederek, mekan ve
topluma yeni bir anlayis kazandirmis-
lar ve kadinin gevresinin ya da yerinin
evi oldugu kanisini degistirmislerdir.
Bir parametre olarak cinsiyet kavrami,
parcalanmis sehrin doniisimii sirasin-
da sadece kadinlara karsi degil, tiim
toplum i¢in, tehdit olusturmayan daha
iyi yasam ortamlarinin tekrar diizen-
lenmesinde etkili olmustur. Istanbul
Halkali Bezirganbahge sosyal konut
orneginde TOKI tarafindan vyiiriitiilen
sosyal konut c¢alismalari, savunulan
alan, siddet, sug ve su¢ korkusu bagla-
minda incelenmistir.

Mekansal ¢aligmalarla ilgili profes-
yonel alanlarda ve egitimde calisan
kadinlarin sayisindaki artis, ekofe-
minizmi, zaman-mekan iliskilerini,
kimlik sorunlarini giindeme getirmis
ve postmodernist baglamda mekan
kavrami tizerine feminist yaklagimi
gelistirmistir. Tarihte kent planlarinin
ve kent kurumlarinin cinsiyet kalipla-
rindan derinden etkilendigi ve kentsel,
kamusal alanlarin tasariminda kadin-
lardan ziyade erkeklerin gereksinim-
lerine 6ncelik verildigi goriilmektedir.

Konut yeri se¢imi, yerlesim tasarimi ve
kentsel hizmetlerin saglanmasi agisin-
dan kadinlarin gereksinimi ve 6ncelik-
leri her zaman g6z ard1 edilmigstir. Bun-
dan dolay: yazarlar kadinlar i¢in kent
ve konut tasariminda, sokaklarda, acik
alanlarda ve parklarda sug ve savunula-
bilir alan sorunlarina, kamusal ve ticari
alanlardaki eksik toplum hizmetlerine
odaklanma geregi duymuslardir.

Kadinlar halen kentlerde sokakta-
ki siddete ve konutlarda aile ici sid-
dete maruz kalmaktadirlar (Hayden,
1981; Vadera,1997; Kirkland,1997; Pa-
tel,1997). Kadinlara kars1 yiiksek dii-
zeyde cinsel, fiziksel ve fiziksel olma-
yan siddet, kentlerde kirsal alanlardan
daha yogun olmaktadir. Kentteki sokak
siddeti insanlarin sokaga ¢ikmasini s1-
nirlayan sug¢ ve sug¢ korkusunu yarat-
makta (Jacobs, 1961; Patel, 1997) bu da
kadinlarin yasamlarini gekillendiren
¢ok giiclii bir baski olugturmaktadir.
Kadinlara kars: kentsel siddet, gozlen-
mesi ve kontrol edilmesi en zor olan ya
¢ok kalabalik ya da ¢ok tenha sokaklar-
da, parklarda, toplu tasima araglarinda
ve kamuya acik yerlerde yapilmakta-
dir. Kadina siddetin, Avrupa strateji
(EUISS) ve politika analizi sisteminin
(ESPAS) 2030 ongoriilerinde, daha
da artacag: belirtilmektedir. Kadinla-
ra karsi siddet ve sug, diinya ¢apinda
ve de Tiirkiye genelinde artmakta, ev
icinde ya da ev disinda kentsel mekan-
larda meydana gelmektedir. Tiirkiyede
Bianet (bagimsiz iletisim ag1) gibi gay-
ri resmi medya taramalarinda siddet
durumlarinin arttig1 vurgulamaktadir
(Bianet 2005).

Planlamacilar ve mimarlar siddeti
onlemek ve giivenli yerler olusturmak
i¢in tasarim ilkeleri gelistirmeye calis-
miglar bu caligmalardan 1. savunulabi-
lir alan, 2. cevre tasarimi sayesinde sugu
onleme (CPTED), 3. sucu disarida tu-
tarak cevre tasarimini etkileyen/ ikin-
ci nesil (CPTED / SCP) durumsal su¢
onleme (Colquhoun, 2004) prensipleri
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Newman (1972), ta-
sarimda ve uygulamada savunulabilir
alan yaratmak icin bolgesellik, dogal
goOzetim, goriintii ve cevresel diizenle-
meler (settingler) olarak dort fiziksel
ilke 6nermistir. Sugu 6nleyen (CPTED)
gevre tasariminda dogal gozetim, dogal
erisim kontroli, alansallig1 giiclendir-
me ve bakim prensipleri tasarimcilarin
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kentsel giivenlik sorunlarina ve gidde-
te kars1 ¢oziimler gelistirmesini tegvik
etmektedir. UN Women, UNICEF ve
UN-Habitat da daha giivenli kentler
yaratmak i¢in ¢evre tasarimi ile sugu
onlemeye (CPTED) dayali ¢alismalar
yapmaktadirlar.

21. ytizyilda Tiirkiye'nin birgok ken-
tinde yapilan TOKI sosyal konut yer-
lesimlerinin ¢ogunda Newman'in 1972
tarihinde elestirdigi su¢ ve su¢ korkusu
yaratan alanlarin/mekanlarin varhig
goriilmektedir. Ornek ¢aligma olarak
Istanbul Halkali Bezirganbahge sos-
yal konut alan1 incelenmis besli Likert
Olgegi ile degerlendirmeye alimustir.
Bezirganbahge alan ¢alismasinda do-
gal gozetim, dogal erisim kontrold,
alansallig1 giiclendirme ve bakim olan
dort unsuru kontrol etmek icin giris,
aydinlatma ve gtivenlik {izerinde du-
rulmustur. Konut alanina bir¢ok yer-
den girilebildigi, yaklasanlarin kolay-
likla gozlenebilmesine olanak saglayan
ve tanimlanabilen ana bir girisin olma-
dig1 gortlmistiir. Sokaklarda ve ortak
kullanim alanlarinda gece ve sabah er-
ken saatlerde yetersiz aydinlatmanin ve
sosyal gozlemden uzak tenha yerlerin
korkuya ve emniyetsizlik hissine neden
oldugu saptanmistir. Emniyet ve alan
savunmasi giivenlik personeliyle sag-
lanmaya c¢aligilsa da yeterli olmadig:
belirlenmistir. Bezirganbahge kullani-
cilarina gore yangin, dogal afetler ve
trafik kazalariyla karsilagtirildiginda,
cinayet soygun, hirsizlik, uyusturu-
cu kullanimi ve satigi, ve fuhusun cok
daha biiyiik bir tehlike oldugu diisii-
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niilmektedir. Bezirganbahgede sosyal
gozleme olanak saglayan karma kulla-
nimin olmamasi ve giivenligin sadece
polis ve giivenlik personeli ile saglan-
maya c¢alisilmasi, giivenlik hissinin
kullanicilar tarafindan ¢ok diisiik algi-
lanmasina neden olmaktadir.
Arastirma sonuglar1 Bezirganbahge
kullanicilarinda  giivenlik  duygusu-
nun ¢ok diisiik oldugu ve su¢ korkusu
icinde yasadiklarini gostermektedir.
Ayni tasarim ilkeleri ile tasarlanan ve
inga edilen tiim TOKI sosyal konutla-
r1 da ayni sorunlara sahip oldugundan
“cevre tasarimi sayesinde su¢ onleme”
(CPTED) ilkelerine bagli olarak tek-
rar organize edilmesi ve savunulabilir
alan ve CPTED modeline gore herkes
i¢in ozellikle kadinlar i¢in daha giiven-
li yerler yaratmak ve binalarin karma
kullanimu ile sokaklarda ve parklarda
goniilli sosyal kontrol ag1 olugturmak
i¢in girisimde bulunulmalidir. Kadin-
larin 6zellikle planlama ¢alismalarin-
da yer almasi kentin yeniden diizen-
lenmesi i¢in ¢ok 6nemlidir. Mimarlik,
sehir planlama, sosyoloji, psikoloji,
antropoloji, hukuk, cografya ve aras-
tirmaya katilmasi gereken siyaset bili-
mine dahil disiplinler; disiplinler aras:
bir bakis acis1 sunar. Ozellikle kadina
kars1 siddeti 6nlemek i¢in arastirma ve
planlamanin sadece kendisi yeterince
gliclii olamayacagindan kentsel tasa-
rimda yerel yetkililer ile is birlik, icinde
glivenlik 6nlemlerini gelistiren sosyo-
lojik ve siyasi aragtirmalarin yapilmasi
ve degerlendirilmesi de gerekmektedir.
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